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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 -1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 

• Lines 6 and 23, the term "serving as" is indefinite. It is unclear if applicant 
is positively claiming a grip element or if the front actuation surface merely 
has to be capable of being a grip element. 

• Line 1 0, "its" should be replaced by the component "its" represents for 
proper clarification. 

• Line 14, the limitation "can also be moved without the identification device" 
implies there is movement with the identification device but that movement 
is never claimed in claim 1 . 

• Line 1 7, the term "consists of is closed language and requires that the 
actuation component be made of ONLY the components listed after the 
term "consists of. The actuation component is made up of several 
components (including 22; not claimed) and therefor "consists of should 
be changed to --comprises—. 

• Line 20, there is a lack of antecedent basis for "the other subcomponent". 
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• Lines 20-21 , the difference between "the other subcomponent, a switching 
component, the other part component and the one part component" is 
unclear. Proper clarification is necessary. 

Claims 2, 8 and 14 

• The term "the two subcomponents" lacks antecedent basis. 
Claims 3, 9 and 15 

• The "different operating switches" should be shown in the figures. 

• The term "the two subcomponents" lacks antecedent basis. 
Claims 4, 10 and 16 

• The term "the identification data" lacks antecedent basis. 

• It is unclear if applicant intends to claim another "identification device" or if 
"an identification device" is the same device claimed in claim 1 or 7. 

Claims 5 and 11 

• It is unclear if applicant intends to claim another "identification device" or if 
"an identification device" is the same device claimed in claim 1 or 7. 

Claim 7 

• Line 1 1 , the term "consists of is closed language and requires that the 
actuation component be made of ONLY the components listed after the 
term "consists of. The actuation component is made up of several 
components (including 22; not claimed) and therefor "consists of should 
be changed to --comprises—. 

• Line 1 4, there is a lack of antecedent basis for "the other subcomponent". 
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• Lines 14-16, the difference between "the other subcomponent, a switching 
component, the other part component and the one part component" is 
unclear. Proper clarification is necessary. 

• Line 1 7, the term "serving as" is indefinite. It is unclear if applicant is 
positively claiming a grip element or if the front actuation surface merely 
has to be capable of being a grip element 

Claim 13 

• Line 1 1 , the term "consists of is closed language and requires that the 
actuation component be made of ONLY the components listed after the 
term "consists of. The actuation component is made up of several 
components (including 22; not claimed) and therefor "consists of should 
be changed to --comprises—. 

• Line 14, there is a lack of antecedent basis for "the other subcomponent". 

• Lines 13-16, the difference between "the other subcomponent, a switching 
component, the other part component and the one part component" is 
unclear. Proper clarification is necessary. 

• Line 1 7, the term "serving as" is indefinite. It is unclear if applicant is 
positively claiming a grip element or if the front actuation surface merely 
has to be capable of being a grip element. 

• Line 1 9, it is unclear if applicant intends to claim another "identification 
device" or if "an identification device" is the same device previously 
claimed. 
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Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the different switches 
of claims 3, 9 and 15 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No 
new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ohtaki 
(US 2004/0155525). 

6. Regarding claims 1 , 7, Ohtaki shows an actuating module for a motor vehicle, 
comprising a housing (21); a movably-supported actuation component (22, 31) within a 
frontal opening of the housing, which can be moved manually by means of a front 
actuation surface serving as a grip element against an opposing force (26) from a rest 
position into the housing, and after activation of at least one operating switch (33) for a 
corresponding operating function returns to its rest position; wherein the actuation 
component comprises a slot (1 1 ) for insertion of an electronic identification device (40) 
and the actuation component can also be moved without the identification device being 
inserted (paragraph [0037]), and wherein the actuation component consists of two part 
components which fit inside each other, of which one has the slot for the identification 
device and is mechanically coupled with the other subcomponent embodied as a 
switching component such that the other part component can be moved independently 
of the one part component by means of the actuation surface serving as a grip element 
(paragraph [0059]). 

7. Regarding claims 2, 8 and 14 the at least one operating switch can be switched 
by each of the two subcomponents (paragraph [0055]; line 17 and paragraph [0067]). 

8. Regarding claims 3, 9 and 15 different operating switches can be switched with 
the two subcomponents (paragraph [0074]). 
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9. Regarding claims 4, 10 and 16 the operating switch can be activated by 
interrogating the identification data for an identification device located outside the slot 
(paragraph [0027]). 

1 0. Regarding claims 5 and 1 1 , the actuating module comprises an electronic 
communication unit (paragraph [0009]; lines 4-6) for interrogating identification data 
elements when an identification device is inserted into the slot. 

1 1 . Regarding claims 6, 12 and 17 the operating switch is an engine start/stop switch 
(paragraph [0008]). 

12. Claim 13 is rejected as applied to claims 1 and 5 above. See the Ohtaki device 
below. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KRISHNA R. FULTON whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7376. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 7-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patricia Engle can be reached on 571-272-6660. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Patricia L Engle/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3673 



IK. R. FV 

Examiner, Art Unit 3673 
12/4/08 



